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disrupted in a manner that threatens its integrity or vital and

healthy functioning;

j.  the right to full and prompt restoration for violation of
the rights recognized in this Declaration caused by hu-
man activities;

2. Each being has the right to a place and to play its role in
Mother Earth for her harmonious functioning,

3. Every being has the right to wellbeing and to live free from
torture or cruel treatment by human beings.
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The General Conference,

Committed to the full implementation of the human rights and
fundamental freedoms proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and other universally recognized legal instruments,
such as the two International Covenants of 1966 relating respectively
to civil and political rights and to economic, social and cultural rights,

Recalling that the Preamble to the Constitution of UNESCO
affirms “that the wide diffusion of culture, and the education of hu-
manity for justice and liberty and peace are indispensable to the dig-
nity of man and constitute a sacred duty which all the nations must
tulfil in a spirit of mutual assistance and concern”,

Further recalling Article 1 of the Constitution, which assigns to
UNESCO among other purposes that of recommending “such inter-
national agreements as may be necessary to promote the free low of
ideas by word and image”,

Referring to the provisions relating to cultural diversity and the exer-
cise of cultural rights in the international instruments enacted by UNESCO,

1. Reaffirming that culture should be regarded as the set of dis-
tinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features
of society or a social group, and that it encompasses, in ad-
dition to art and literature, lifestyles, ways of living together,
value systems, traditions and beliefs,

2. Noting that culture is at the heart of contemporary debates
about identity, social cohesion, and the development of a
knowledge based economy,

Affirming that respect for the diversity of cultures, tolerance, di-
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alogue and cooperation, in a climate of mutual trust and understand-
ing are among the best guarantees of international peace and security,

Aspiring to greater solidarity on the basis of recognition of cul-
tural diversity, of awareness of the unity of humankind, and of the
development of intercultural exchanges,

Considering that the process of globalization, facilitated by the
rapid development of new information and communication tech-
nologies, though representing a challenge for cultural diversity, cre-
ates the conditions for renewed dialogue among cultures and civili-
zations, Aware of the specific mandate which has been entrusted to
UNESCO, within the United Nations system, to ensure the preserva-
tion and promotion of the

truitful diversity of cultures,

Proclaims the following principles and adopts the present Dec-
laration:

Identity, diversity and pluralism
Article 1 Cultural diversity: the common heritage of humanity

Culture takes diverse forms across time and space. This diversity
is embodied in the uniqueness and plurality of the identities of the
groups and societies making up humankind. As a source of exchange,
innovation and creativity, cultural diversity is as necessary for human-
kind as biodiversity is for nature. In this sense, it is the common her-
itage of humanity and should be recognized and affirmed for the
benefit of present and future generations.

Articlez  from cultural diversity to cultural pluralism

In our increasingly diverse societies, it 1s essential to ensure har-
monious interaction among people and groups with plural, varied and
dynamic cultural identities as well as their willingness to live together.
Policies for the inclusion and participation of all citizens are guarantees
of social cohesion, the vitality of civil society and peace. Thus defined,
cultural pluralism gives policy expression to the reality of cultural di-
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versity. In dissociable from a democratic framework, cultural pluralism
is conducive to cultural exchange and to the flourishing of creative
capacities that sustain public life. Cultural diversity and human rights.

Cultural diversity as a factor in development.

Cultural diversity widens the range of options open to everyone;
it is on the roots of development, understood not simply in terms of
economic growth, but also as a means to achieve a more satisfactory
intellectual, emotional, moral and spiritual existence.

Article 4 Human rights as guarantees of cultural diversity

The defence of cultural diversity is an ethical imperative, insepa-
rable from respect for human dignity. It implies a commitment to
human rights and fundamental freedoms, in particular the rights of
persons belonging to minorities and those of indigenous peoples. No
one may invoke cultural diversity to infringe upon human rights guar-
anteed by international law, nor to limit their scope.

Article 5 Cultural rights as an enabling environment for cultural
diversity

Cultural rights are an integral part of human rights, which are
universal, indivisible and interdependent. The flourishing of creative
diversity requires the full implementation of cultural rights as defined
in Article 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in of
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and cultural Rights.
All persons should therefore be able to express themselves and to
create and disseminate their work in the language of their choice, and
particularly in their mother tongue; all persons should be entitled to
Quality education and training that fully respect their cultural identity;
and all persons have the right to participate in the cultural life of their
choice and conduct their own cultural practices, subject to respect for

human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Towards access for all to cultural diversity
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While ensuring the free flow of ideas by word and image, care
should be exercised so that all cultures can express themselves and
make themselves known. Freedom of expression, media pluralism,
multilingualism, equal access to art and to scientific and technologi-
cal knowledge, including in digital form, and the possibility for all
cultures to have access to the means of expression and dissemination

are the guarantees of cultural diversity.
Cultural diversity and creativity.
Cultural heritage as the wellspring of creativity.

Creation draws on the roots of cultural tradition, but flourishes

in contact with other cultures. For this reason, heritage in all its forms

must be preserved, enhanced and handed on to future generations as
a record of human experience and aspirations, so as to foster creativ-

ity in all its diversity and to inspire genuine dialogue among cultures.

Cultural goods and services: commodities of a unique kind. In the @
tace of present-day economic and technological change, opening up
vast prospects for creation and innovation, particular attention must be
paid to the diversity of the supply of creative work, to due recognition
of the rights of authors and artists and to the specificity of cultural
goods and services which, as vectors of identity, values and meaning,

must not be treated as mere commodities or consumer goods.
Article 9 Cultural policies as catalysts of creativity

While ensuring the free circulation of ideas and works, cultural
policies must create conditions conducive to the production and dis-
semination of diversified cultural goods and services through cultural
industries that have the means to assert themselves at the local and
global level. It is for each State, with due regard to its international
obligations, to define its cultural policy and to implement it through
the means it considers fit, whether by operational support or appro-
priate regulations.
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Cultural diversity and international solidarity.

Article 10  Strengthening capacities for creation and dissemi-
nation worldwide

In the face of current imbalances in flows and exchanges of cul-
tural goods and services at the global level, it is necessary to reinforce
international cooperation and solidarity aimed at enabling all coun-
tries, especially developing countries and countries in transition, to
establish cultural industries that are viable and competitive at national
and international level.

Article 1 Building partnerships between the public sector,
the private sector and civil society

Market forces alone cannot guarantee the preservation and pro-
motion of cultural diversity, which is the key to sustainable human
development. From this perspective, the preeminence of public pol-
icy, in partnership with the private sector and civil society, must be
reaffirmed.

Article 12 The role of UNESCO

UNESCO, by virtue of its mandate and functions, has the re-
sponsibility to:

a. Promote the incorporation of the principles set out in
the present Declaration into the development strategies
drawn up within the various intergovernmental bodies;

b. Serve as a reference point and a forum where States, in-
ternational governmental and nongovernmental organi-
zations, civil society and the private sector may join to-
gether in elaborating concepts, objectives and policies in
tavour of cultural diversity;

c. Pursue its activities in standard setting, awareness raising
and capacity building in the areas related to the present
Declaration within its fields of competence;
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d. Facilitate the implementation of the Action Plan, the
main lines of which are appended to the present Decla-
ration.

1 Among which, in particular, the Florence Agreement of
1950 and its Nairobi Protocol of 1976, the

Universal Copyright Convention of 1952, the Declaration of
Principles on International Cultural Cooperation of 1966, the Conven-
tion on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import,
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property (1970), the
Convention for the Protection of World Cultural and Natural Herit-
age of 1972, the UNESCO Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice
of 1978, the commendation concerning the Status of the Artist of

1980, and the Recommendation on Safeguarding Traditional and Pop-
ular Culture of 1989.

This definition is in line with the conclusions of the World Con-
terence on Cultural Policies (MONDIACULT, Mexico City, 1982), of
the World Commission on Culture and Development (Our Creative @
Diversity, 1995), and of the Intergovernmental Conference on Cul-
tural Policies for Development (Stockholm, 1998)

5) Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance
The General Assembly,

Recalling that all States have pledged themselves, under the Char-
ter of the United Nations, to promote and encourage universal re-
spect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms
for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Reaffirming that discrimination against human beings on the
grounds of religion or belief constitutes an affront to human dignity
and a disavowal of the principles of the Charter, Recalling article 18
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights:

1/ and article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Po-

litical Rights,
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2/Reaffirming its resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981, by which
it proclaimed the Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of In-
tolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, and the

United Nations Millennium Declaration,

3/ in particular paragraph 4 thereof, Emphasizing that the right
to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief is far-reaching
and profound and that it encompasses freedom of thought on all
matters, personal conviction and the commitment to religion or be-
lief, whether manifested individually or in community with others,
and in public or private, Reaffirming the call of the World Conference
on Human Rights, held at Vienna from 14 to 25 June 1993, for all Gov-
ernments to take all appropriate measures in compliance with their
international obligations and with due regard to their respective legal
systems to counter intolerance and related violence based on religion
or belief, including practices of discrimination against women and the
desecration of religious sites, recognizing that every individual has

the right to freedom of thought, conscience, expression and religion,

4/Calling upon all Governments to cooperate with the Special
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on religious intol-

erance to enable him to carry out his mandate fully,

Alarmed that serious instances of intolerance and discrimina-
tion on the grounds of religion or belief, including acts of violence,
intimidation and coercion motivated by religious intolerance, occur in
many parts of the world and threaten the enjoyment of human rights

and fundamental freedoms,

5/Deeply concerned that, as reported by the Special Rapporteur,
the rights violated on religious grounds include the right to life, the
right to physical integrity and to liberty and security of person, the

right to freedom of expression, the right not to be subjected to tor-
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ture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
and the right not to be arbitrarily arrested or detained

5/Believing that further efforts are therefore required to promote
and protect the right to freedom of thought, conscience, religion and
belief and to eliminate all forms of hatred, intolerance and discrimi-
nation based on religion or belief,

1. Reaffirms that freedom of thought, conscience, religion and be-
lief is a human right derived from the inherent dignity of the
human person and guaranteed to all without discrimination;

2. Urges States to ensure that their constitutional and legal sys-
tems provide effective guarantees of freedom of thought,

conscience, religion and belief, including the provision of ef-
fective remedies in cases in which the right to freedom of re-
ligion or belief is violated;

3. Also urges States to ensure, in particular, that no one within
their jurisdiction is, because of his or her religion or belief, de- @
prived of the right to life or the right to liberty and security of
person, or subjected to torture or arbitrary arrest or detention;

4. Further urges States, in conformity with international stand-
ards of human rights, to take all necessary action to prevent
such instances, to take all appropriate measures to combat ha-
tred, intolerance and acts of violence, intimidation and co-
ercion motivated by religious intolerance and to encourage,
through the educational system and by other means, under-
standing, tolerance and respect in matters relating to freedom

of religion or belief;
5.  Emphasizes that, as underlined by the Human Rights Com-

mittee, restrictions on the freedom to manifest religion or be-
lief are permitted only if those limitations that are prescribed

by law are necessary to protect public safety, order, health or
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10.

morals, or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others,
and are applied in a manner that does not vitiate the right to

freedom of thought, conscience and religion;

Urges States to ensure that, in the course of their official du-
ties, members of law enforcement bodies, civil servants, ed-
ucators and other public officials respect different religions
and beliefs and do not discriminate against persons professing

other religions or beliefs;

Calls upon all States to recognize, as provided for in the Dec-
laration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and
of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, 6/ the right of
all persons to worship or assemble in connection with a reli-
gion or belief and to establish and maintain places for those

purposes;

Expresses its grave concern at any attack upon religious plac-
es, sites and shrines, and calls upon all States, in accordance
with their national legislation and in conformity with interna-
tional human rights standards, to exert their utmost efforts to
ensure that such places, sites and shrines are fully respected

and protected,;

Recognizes that legislation alone is not enough to prevent vi-
olations of human rights, including the right to freedom of
religion or belief, and that the exercise of tolerance and non-
discrimination by persons and groups is necessary for the full

realization of the aims of the Declaration;

Takes note with appreciation of the interim report of the
Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on

religious intolerance, /7 and encourages continued efforts on
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

e

the part of the Special Rapporteur, who was appointed to ex-
amine incidents and governmental actions in all parts of the
wortld that are incompatible with the provisions of the Decla-

ration and to recommend remedial measures, as appropriate;

Welcomes the decision of the Commission on Human Rights
in resolution 2000/33 of 20 April 2000/8 to change the title of
the Special Rapporteur from Special Rapporteur on religious
intolerance to Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or

belief;

Takes note of the study presented by the Special Rapporteur to
the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference against
Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related In-
tolerance at its first session, and encourages the Special Rap-
porteur to continue to contribute to the preparations for the
Conference, which is to be held at Durban, South Africa, in
2001, on matters relating to religious intolerance that have a
bearing on the World Conference;

Encourages Governments to give serious consideration to in-
viting the Special Rapporteur to visit their countries so as to
enable him to fulfil his mandate even more effectively;

Welcomes the initiatives of Governments and nongovern-
mental organizations to collaborate with the Special Rappor-
teur, including by the convening of an international consulta-
tive conference on school education in relation to freedom
of religion and belief, tolerance and nondiscrimination, to be
held at Madrid in November 2001, and encourages Govern-
ments, nongovernmental organizations and other interested
parties to participate actively in that conference;

Encourages Governments, when seeking the assistance of the
United Nations Programme of Advisory Services and Tech-
nical Assistance in the Field of Human Rights, to consider,
where appropriate, including requests for assistance for the
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Promotion and protection of the right to freedom of thought,
conscience and religion;

Welcomes and encourages the continuing efforts of non-
governmental organizations and religious bodies and groups
to promote the implementation and dissemination of the Dec-
laration, and encourages their work in promoting freedom of
religion or belief and in highlighting cases of religious intoler-
ance, discrimination and persecution;

Requests the Commission on Human Rights to continue its
consideration of measures for the implementation of the
Declaration;

Requests the Special Rapporteur to submit an interim report
to the General Assembly at its fifty-sixth session;

Requests the Secretary-general to ensure that the Special Rap-
porteur receives the resources necessary to enable him to dis-
charge his mandate fully;

Decides to consider the question of the elimination of all
forms of religious intolerance at its fifty-sixth session under
the item entitled “Human rights questions”.

81st plenary meeting 4 December 2000
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6) Sample: Manifesto on education for peace, (Students of the
International School of Geneva)

MANIFESTO ON EDUCATION FOR PEACE

We the students of the International School of Geneva declare that
schools throughout the world should teach all young people:

1. To be open-minded and curious about people’s race,

beliefs, gender and background,;

2. 'To genuinely care about other people and consider their
needs;

3. To be prepared to share with others;

4. 'To be attentive to the suffering of others and prepared to
help;

5. To learn about peacemaking and conflict resolution;

6. To be inspired by the people in history who brought more ®

peace to the world,;

7. To work together, inside and outside of school, as builders
of peace;

8. To discuss and learn about global affairs;

9. To understand how fragile the world is and act accordingly
as one humanity;

10.  To keep the flame of peace ablaze throughout our lives.
Genéve, palais des Nations, 2015

This manifesto was drawn up from the reflections of students of all
ages from the international School of Geneva
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